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OLD TESTAMENT NOTES AND NOTICES. 



The Pharaoh and Date of the Exodus.— In a recent issue (March, 1889) of The 
Theological Monthly, Mr. J. Schwartz, librarian of the Apprentices' Library, New 
York City, claims to prove that the ordinary view as to the Pharaoh of the Exodus 
and the date of that event are wrong. It was Tutmes III., on April 20, 1438 
B. C, more than 100 years before the time commonly supposed, who permitted the 
children of Israel to go forth from Egypt. The writer also declares that in a 
forthcoming article he will offer a further argument on this point which will leave 
no possible room for doubt. The evidence will be awaited with interest. 



Hebrew Parchments containing parts of the Old Testament.— The undersigned 
has in his possession the following collection of Hebrew parchments, which have 
been lately sent to this country from one of the Armenian monasteries: 1. An 
Esther Roll, unpointed Hebrew text, 12 columns, size 5 feet 8f inches by 12} 
inches. Evidently over a century old and in excellent preservation. Value $20. 
2. The Schema,- — Deut. 6:4 and onward. Two copies. Value $1 each. 3. Two 
Phylacteries, with text the same as the Schema in good condition. Value 
$3 each. 4. Another Esther Boll, 7 feet 3 inches long and 8 inches wide, undated, 
but with unpointed Hebrew Text, and evidently about 200 years old. Value $15. 

Julius H. Ward, Herald Ed. Booms, Boston. 



Biblical Instruction at Haverford College. — From its very beginning as Hav- 
erford School, in 1833, to its present vigorous life, the managers of Haverford 
College have held closely to their desire " to inculcate the simple truths of the 
Christian religion." And while making advances in material prosperity and in 
methods and results of instruction, the old motto of the school : "Non doctior sed 
meliore doctrina irnbutus," has been closely followed by the college. Not only to 
make scholars, but to educate Christian men, has been the aim, and the result of 
this earnest and sincere endeavor is seen in the alumni, whose position in church 
and state is the best evidence of the wisdom of their training. As this was the 
purpose of the school and afterward of the college, there resulted, naturally, the 
determination to teach the Bible ; and from the very beginning until now there 
have not only been daily religious services with the reading of the Scriptures, but 
there has been compulsory class instruction in the Book of Books. As college 
after college has been adding to its course instruction in the English Bible, the 
faculty of Haverford College has been strengthened in its confidence in the wisdom 
of the course pursued during half a century and has been not a little encouraged 
by the knowledge that this movement had been anticipated here in every essential 
particular. But though the biblical instruction has always been present, it has 
experienced change and improvement, gaining by the increase in teaching staff, 
and by superior material accommodations. It is a reasonably good course, but it 
has also its outlook toward the future, and will doubtless be greatly improved and 
strengthened. The course as now arranged may be divided into (a) required, (b) 
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elective, (a) Every student during his entire college course of four years is 
required to attend one hour a week on biblical instruction. The course has been 
lately graded so that the work begun in the freshman year is carried on systemat- 
ically to the end of the senior year. In the freshman year all students, both in 
arts and science have a " general outline of the history and literature of the 
Bible," the aim being to teach those simple facts which every intelligent man 
ought to know before he comes to college — but does not. The entire history is 
covered during the year, by lectures, with occasional use of a text-book and refer- 
ences for study in the library. In the sophomore year the classical students study 
Luke's Gospel in Greek, learning from it by harmonistic comparisons with the 
other gospels the facts of Christ's life. The scientific students, on the other 
hand, have the history of Israel, — a review of the first year's work, somewhat 
more in detail, and Luke's Gospel in English. During the junior and senior years 
the classical students are united in one class, pursuing during alternate years the 
Life and Epistles of Paul, and Old Testament History and Archaeology ; while 
the scientific classes united in the same way make a careful study of the Life and 
Teachings of Christ, and in alternate years the Life and Epistles of Paul. With 
the instruction there is, moreover, some exercise in that useful but sadly neg- 
lected art of memorizing select portions of Scripture. 

It will be seen from this brief summary that the whole period of Bible-history 
is covered by every student. The instruction is careful and reverent; and in the 
hands of men who themselves believe in the Book, it may be expected not only to 
add knowledge of facts but to quicken faith in the divine realities of Chris- 
tianity, (b) Beside this required course, there are several elective courses open 
to all who are prepared to profit by them. During the junior and senior years, 
Professor J. Bendel Harris gives courses in New Testament Greek, in N. T. Text- 
ual Criticism and in the Doctrines and usages of the Early Christian Church. 
And upon the field of Old Testament study there is a first course in Elementary 
Hebrew Grammar throughout the year, and a second course in Hebrew with criti- 
cal interpretation of selected books or passages, accompanied by lectures on O. T. 
Archaeology, and inductive study of Syntax. Prof. Eobekt W. Bogeks. 



Old Testament Study in the Universities of Germany and Switzerland during 
the Present Winter. — A perusal of the announcements of lectures on Old Testa- 
ment topics by the universities of Germany and Switzerland and the tabulation 
of these announcements enables us to get a bird's-eye view of what is being done 
in this department during this present Winter Semester. The following state- 
ments comprise the twenty-two German universities (with the exception of Bos- 
tock, from which there is no definite report from the theological faculty) and the 
six Swiss institutions. Of the twenty-seven universities referred to, in seven, 
lectures on Genesis are given, viz., by Kleinert in Berlin, Scholz (C.)* in Breslau, 
Koehler in Erlangen, Stade in Giessen, Schultz in Goettingen, Koenig in Leip- 
zig, and Perrochet in Neuchatel. In ten the Psalms are expounded, viz., by 
Strack in Berlin, Kamphausen in Bonn, Bredenkamp in GreifswaJd, Bothstein 
in Halle, Kneucker in Heidelberg, Sommer in Koenigsberg, Franz Delitzsch in 
Leipzig, v. Baudissin in Marburg, Oettli in Berne, and Steiner in Zurich. In 
fifteen, Isaiah, viz., by Dillmann and Strack in Berlin, Budde in Bonn, Weiss in 



* C. = Catholic. 



